
Written by 
Ric Averill

April 17, 18, & 19, 2025April 17, 18, & 19, 2025
7pm7pm

Grand Traverse EventGrand Traverse Event
Center & Comedy ClubCenter & Comedy Club

OTP Young CompanyOTP Young Company

PresentsPresents

OTP Young Company gratefully acknowledges the generous
program support from the Worthington Family Foundation

Old Town Playhouse is supported by the Michigan Council for the
Arts and Cultural Affairs and the National Endowment for the Arts



About Emma Edmonds

The man known as Franklin Flint Thompson to his fellow
soldiers was really a woman - Sarah Emma Edmonds - one
of the few females known to have served during the Civil
War. Edmonds was born in Canada in 1841, but desperate
to escape an abusive father and forced marriage, moved
to Flint, Michigan in 1856, where she discovered that life

was easier when she dressed as a man. Compelled to join
the military out of sense of duty, she enlisted in the 2nd

Michigan Infantry as a male field nurse.

As "Franklin Flint Thompson" Edmonds participated in
several battles the took place during the Maryland

Campaign of 1862, which included Second Battles of
Manassas and Antietam. As a field nurse she would be

dealing with mass casualties, especially at Antietam which
is known as one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War

.
She is also said to have served as a Union spy and

infiltrated the Confederate army several times, although
there is no official record of it. One of her alleged aliases
was as a Southern sympathizer named Charles Mayberry.
Another was as a black man named Cuff, for which she

disguised herself using wigs and silver nitrate to dye her
skin. And yet another was as Bridget O'Shea, an Irish

peddler selling soap and apples.

Malaria eventually forced Edmonds to give up her military
career, since she knew she would be discovered if she

went to a military hospital and her being listed as a
deserter upon leaving made it impossible for her to return

after she recovered. Nevertheless, she still continued
serving her new country, again as a nurse, though now as
a female one at a hospital for soldiers in Washington, D.C.

In 1865, Edmonds published her experiences in the
bestselling Nurse and Spy in the Union Army, and went on
to marry and have children. But her heroic contributions
to the Civil War were not forgotten and she was awarded
an honorable discharge from the military, a government

pension, and admittance to the Grand Army of the
Republic as its only female member.

National park services
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Grecian

theatre
Ancient Greek acting, a cornerstone of WesternAncient Greek acting, a cornerstone of Western

theatre, primarily involved actors portrayingtheatre, primarily involved actors portraying
characters, often with the aid of masks andcharacters, often with the aid of masks and
costumes. Actors were expected to delivercostumes. Actors were expected to deliver
powerful, often exaggerated, performances,powerful, often exaggerated, performances,

and the chorus played a vital role in providingand the chorus played a vital role in providing
commentary and connecting the audience withcommentary and connecting the audience with

the play's themesthe play's themes

Masks were essential for actors to distinguishMasks were essential for actors to distinguish
characters, convey emotions, and be visible tocharacters, convey emotions, and be visible to

the large audiences in outdoor theaterthe large audiences in outdoor theater

Each play was told in two different ways at theEach play was told in two different ways at the
same time. The story was told out loud by asame time. The story was told out loud by a
Greek chorus. The story was acted out byGreek chorus. The story was acted out by

performers who did not speak. Theseperformers who did not speak. These
performers, or actors, told story using masksperformers, or actors, told story using masks

and gestures. The same actor might playand gestures. The same actor might play
several different roles. All they had to do wasseveral different roles. All they had to do was
switch masks. Still, it took talent to be a greatswitch masks. Still, it took talent to be a great
actor, just as it does today. Thespis was one ofactor, just as it does today. Thespis was one of
the most famous and successful actors in all ofthe most famous and successful actors in all of
ancient Greece. In his honor, actors today areancient Greece. In his honor, actors today are

called thespians.called thespians.



Evelyn Duggar
as

Emma Edmonds/Frank Thompson
There are many different designs on my mask for a reason. Much of it may look
jumbled, but that’s the whole point of my character. Emma Edmonds is a young
woman who is determined to make a difference and fight in the war no matter
what may be limiting her. At the base of my mask you will see navy blue which

resembles her fighting for the Union. Then there are line and swirl designs on
the mask that are colored very differently and faded into each other. This

artistic choice is to emphasize the many different people she portrays while
also trying to hid the truth from everyone around her. There are areas of

splotched paint on the mask to resemble the different difficulties that Emma is
experiencing and how these events in her life have all jumbled into one big

disarray. The mask represents how strong Emma was to continue on even in the
surreal circumstances that she faced.



Sadie Hodges
as

Nellie Shelby

nellie shelby is not a soldier, but lost family to the war. The gray base color 
represents which side of the war she is on. The phoenix is a representation of

her story arc, and how she grows beyond what she initially thinks
is right and wrong.



Mason Kanakis
as

Chaplain Brady

My mask is supposed to represent the sainthood of the role of Chaplin
Brady. the eyes are supposed to be in an almost biblically angel like way.

after all he is the Chaplin or religious character of the show.



Brexten Butts
as

Simpson

I play the role of Simpson in the historical fiction play The Man She Was. To
fully embody the complexity and darkness of this character, I drew deep

inspiration from the concept of being “flawed”. Simpson is not just a man
with issues - he is someone whose inner turmoil is written all over his face, a

walking reflection of his moral decay and brokenness.
In designing the mask, I deliberately chose to crumble the outer surface,

creating a visual metaphor for the character’s internal collapse. The mask
appears cracked and weathered, almost as if it’s falling apart, representing

how Simpson is emotionally and psychologically deteriorating.



Billy is a supporting side in Frank (Emma)’s story, since he is Frank's tentmate and presumably
close/best friend. Our director gave us each a word to describe our characters when we were
making our masks. My word was “Friend”. How do I make a mask make someone think of a “Friend”?

the background of the mask is a darkish blue color to symbolize that Billy is a soldier of the
Union. I decided to make Billy’s cheeks larger and to add dimples to replicate a smile. I decided

to make his nose a little plump and round-ish, to give a mild jolly feeling. I also painted his
cheeks and nose yellow to lighten up the mask and remind everyone that he is a happy and cheerful

person, even in the darkest times, kind of like sunlight. I added black to the smile creases to
emphasize that they existed. Then I sculpted the eyebrows and painted them red to make sure the
eyebrows are distinct and visible. Next I decided that the mask should seem less human and more
abstract so I decided to add some yellow lines in between the eyes and eyebrows. After I decided

to extend those lines past the eyebrows, Other cast members began comparing those yellow
lines to sunrays, which is very fitting for Billy since he radiates positivity and is a ray of sunshine.

Finally I decided to lighten up the mask with lighter blue splotches on the dark blue, because
even though Billy is a part of the war, he still is able to find time to laugh, play, and bond with

those closest to him. 

Abigail Lee as Billy



Jack Allen
as

General Poe

In The Man She Was, General Poe is a powerful character, evoking respect
amongst his division, and that is what I wanted to convey this through my
mask. General Poe is a Union general, the majority of the mask is painted

blue. Using yellow, red, and white paint, I added scars to emphasize his hard
work and dedication to the cause. I also added a bruise to his left eye

because I thought it helped to enhance his tough demeanor.



AJ Fewins
as

Benjamin Franklin Rice

﻿This mask has red bands attaching each pieces of mask back together. This
represents that this person has been broken and has tried to put themselves
back together. If you look closely this mask has a different emotion for
each piece, so when they put themself back together they used other pieces
of masks to do so. The grey color symbolizes that this person was on the
south side of the civil war. When you see blue they are on the north side of

the war. 



Leaf Spaulding
as

Photographer & Chorus

The mask of the photographer is split in two halves symbolizing the
photographer persona and his true identity. The green side is the

photographer, simple and neutral on the surface. The gray side is his true
identity, a confederate spy, the green melts away revealing gray and the

features are more sinister, an angry eyebrow and grin highlighted with red,
representing his anger. I have also mixed the confederate gray into parts of
the photographer side, subtle enough most won't notice, the subtle gray

represents his hidden identity. 



Emma Howerd
as

James Fairchild & Chorus

I put flowers on the mask because they can represent romance and James
was/is in love with Emma. The base of the mask is blue because James fought
for the Union, who had blue uniforms, and Rebels wore gray. The masks are

meant to be kind of like Greek masks in traditional Greek Theatre
performances. They wore masks to amplify their presence and to show

emotion and character.



Ava Brennan
as

Chorus

My mask was inspired by the Greek arts, specifically Greek sculpture as the
sculptures were often characterized by their straight and narrow shape of
the nose. The Greeks likely sculpted what they saw as their ideal image. In

this performance of The Man She Was, we chose to use masks not to show
what the characters looked like but how others see them. Overall I wanted
my mask to showcase traditional Greek culture as the artists saw it while

still keeping with the spirit of American life in 1861.



Fiona Kurth
as

Chorus

The mask I’ve created has cuts, bandaids, and a long nose like the ones plague
doctors used to wear. It reminds me of something a surgeon might have

worn during the Civil War. Back then, surgeries were messy and really
dangerous, and doctors didn’t have the same tools or medicine we have now.
The cuts and bandaids on the mask make it seem like even the surgeon had been
through a lot. It shows how tough and scary their job was, trying to help

people in the middle of a war.



Cami Miller
as

Chorus

The flowers on my mask are there to show a new beginning and hope. They're
on the blue side because that side fought for a new beginning, and they

brought lots of hope with it. The grey side is broken, which shows how the
people on that side were broken too. The middle part is there to show that
both sides had good times and bad times. The whole mask shows both sides

of the war and what they were fighting for.



Eliott Mulder as Chorus
I play several background characters, including Warren, the wounded soldier, and
General Poe’s orderly. Because of that, I made two separate masks, my mask for

Warren, and my mask for unnamed background characters, each with their own unique
process. The first one, for Warren, I had the idea for since soon after being given my
blank mask. We were told to express an emotion with our mask, and I decided that the

most fitting one would be sadness. I showed this using grey tears under the eyes,
upturned eyebrows, and lumps under the eyes. I also wanted to use my mask to show

the wounded and broken nature of Warren, so I added red droplets of blood coming
up from under Warren's face, contrasting with the tears. Finally I painted a large
crack running down the center of his face, to show he was right on the edge of

breaking. I also created a mask for the orderly and other background characters,
this one had to be more simple, being that it would never be the focus of the

audience, and wasn’t representing any individual character. This one was cut down the
middle, and then molded back together with clay, as with all other chorus masks, and

I painted each side of the mask a different color, blue or grey.



Jackie Murdock
as

Chorus

The civil war was between two sides, the South and the North. We as an
ensemble don't have have a side, we represent you as audience. This mask shows
not only me as a character but you - red for rebels, blue for the Union and

the contrast for the twist and turns in war.

War isn't just two sides fighting 
It's the bloodshed 

The tears 
And the guilt 

Spilled on the Virginia soil



contraband / enslaved people

As storytellers we have the opportunity to wear a mask and present
ourselves as other people - this led us to our Grecian theatrical take
on the production. In ancient Greece masks were used as an easy visual

for the audience to see instantly who a character was, and the place they
had in the story. 

We believe that with using the plain white mask in key scenes, the absence
of defining colors, facial recognition and distinguishing features,

juxtaposing the brightly colored masks was a way for us to succinctly
represent the sensitive portrayal of enslaved people in America.





Program Manager.........................................................Melissa May
Director.......................................................................Aaron Wineman
Associate Director....................................................Leo Bevington 
Costumes...........................................................................Melissa May
Sets...............................................................................Aaron Wineman
Props..........................................Melissa May & Aaron Wineman
Sound Operator...........................................................Lucy Lessner
Lights.....................................................................................Bill Fishburn

Production

Team

Produced by special arrangement with The Dramatic
Publishing Company, INC., of Woodstock, Illinois.

Special Thanks
Angela Brennan

Sarah Mulder
Isaac Bannasch



A note from

the team

When we began working on this educational production, theWhen we began working on this educational production, the
team knew that we didn’t want to cast based on gender orteam knew that we didn’t want to cast based on gender or
race - especially because the central focus of this show israce - especially because the central focus of this show is

Emma defying all expectations of her gender at that time. ThisEmma defying all expectations of her gender at that time. This
caused us to have many discussions about how to approachcaused us to have many discussions about how to approach

this material and the issues it shines a light on.this material and the issues it shines a light on.
  

As storytellers we have the opportunity to wear a mask andAs storytellers we have the opportunity to wear a mask and
present ourselves as other people - this led us to our Grecianpresent ourselves as other people - this led us to our Grecian

theatrical take on the production. In ancient Greece maskstheatrical take on the production. In ancient Greece masks
were used as an easy visual for the audience to see instantlywere used as an easy visual for the audience to see instantly
who a character was, and the place they had in the story. Wewho a character was, and the place they had in the story. We
believe that with using the plain white mask in key scenes, thebelieve that with using the plain white mask in key scenes, the
absence of defining colors, facial recognition and distinguishingabsence of defining colors, facial recognition and distinguishing
features, juxtaposing the brightly colored masks worn by thefeatures, juxtaposing the brightly colored masks worn by the
actors, was a way for us to succinctly represent the sensitiveactors, was a way for us to succinctly represent the sensitive

portrayal of enslaved people in America.portrayal of enslaved people in America.
  

We understand and recognize the derogatory language usedWe understand and recognize the derogatory language used
in this show is offensive, as it should be through the lens ofin this show is offensive, as it should be through the lens of

hindsight, but it was commonplace in the seventeenth century.hindsight, but it was commonplace in the seventeenth century.
The story of Emma Edmonds, and her unique view of theThe story of Emma Edmonds, and her unique view of the

American Civil War was an incredible educational opportunityAmerican Civil War was an incredible educational opportunity
to discuss a historical figure from Michigan, and their role into discuss a historical figure from Michigan, and their role in
the American Civil War as well as the history of Greek andthe American Civil War as well as the history of Greek and

American Theatre.American Theatre.



The play runs about 70 minutes andThe play runs about 70 minutes and
has no intermission.has no intermission.

Photos and video of this performancePhotos and video of this performance
are NOT permitted.are NOT permitted.

Silence ALL devices.Silence ALL devices.

Emergency ExitsEmergency Exits
located at back of the houselocated at back of the house

RestroomsRestrooms
located at the back of the houselocated at the back of the house

Bar Service is available throughout theBar Service is available throughout the
performanceperformance

House Rules
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