OTP =

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE TU I

THEATRE

7 \VVhose hife

January30 February7 2026

Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, lllinois

Production Team

Don Kuehlhorn Director
Wizard® Stage Manager
JerryMorse Asst. Stage Manager
Chuck Moeser Producer
Phil Murphy Set Design

Kerr Anderson Set Construction
Kathy Verstraete Costume Design
Wendy Roberts Prop Design
JW.Morse Stand-In/ Body Double
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When | first came to Old Town Playhouse, just after the last ice age, the
Studio was a small church basement with a full kitchen and two rocking
toilets. They really did rock - bad floors! From there, we moved the Studio
Theatre out of the Playhouse for many years - took the show on the road, as
it were. Today, we are lucky because it has doubled in size and the
bathrooms are modern and not in the actual Studio space. Our newly
renovated Schmuckal Theatre has modern LED lighting and a
sophisticated seating system. But, then and now, Studio is my favorite
performance space. The players and the audience are inches apart.

Into this space we bring a play | saw many years ago, Whose Life is it
Anyway? It was a controversial topic in the 1996-1997 season and is still
thought provoking today. In this show, our lead has a horrendous accident
and ends up in the hospital paralyzed from the neck down. They want to
curtail all medical treatment and let life take its course. A medical
professional, dedicated to saving lives, uses the law to force the person to
accept medical lifesaving treatment. But what is life if you can’t do what
you want, in part because you physically are unable?

Today, we have free choice, in many cases, about accepting or refusing
medical treatment. However, personal choice still remains a hot topic over
many medical issues. Who has the right to tell someone else what they can
and cannot do with their own body? The play raises that question and
offers opinions but no solutions. Yes, the play ends with a resolution for the
person but the solution is specific to that person. The question still
remains, Whose Life is it Anyway?

I have the honor to direct a very talented cast in presenting this play in
the new, old, refurbished Studio Theater. After many years on the road we
have returned to a bigger, better theater. | love it here and hope you will
love it too.

- Don Kuehlhorn

Director

Special Thanks

Cherryland Humane Society (CHS) Thrift
Annie Moeser / Elizabeth “Lil Bit” Stewart

NEXT IN STUDIO:
RUNS MARCH 13-2]

Six women gather for a much-needed
girls' night out. The plan is to eat, drink
and create works of art at a local paint
and sip night while celebrating a bride to
arcyCri be. But as the alcohol flows, so do their
: thoughts on motherhood and woman-
=N hood, and their carefully curated lives

ﬂ get hllarlously and heartbreakingly real.




Cast Biographies

Gary Bolton (Mr. Justice Millhouse) Occupation: Retired Production Manager
at Old Town Playhouse, grandfather and lover of life! Previously at OTP: Too
many to count!

“There's nothing you can do that can't be done. Nothing you can sing that
can't be sung. Nothing you can say, but you can learn, how to play the game,
It's easy...All you need is love. "This is Gary’s first time on stage in 20 years, but
he was integral to the success of OTP in his role as both Production Manager
and volunteer extraordinaire for the past 40 years! “| am grateful for the new
generation of folks, determined to carry the art of theatre into the future.
Bless you!! And thank you Tamera, for believing and supporting the life, that
makes us happy.” Gary wishes peace and happiness and much love to all!

Patti Carruth (Phyllis Hill) Occupation: Financial Analyst. Previously at OTP:
The Prince of Egypt (Ensemble)
“I have always loved the theater - | am so glad to be back on stage!”

Tamara DePonio (Andrea Eden) Occupation: Retired Regional Branch
Manager, 4Front Credit Union. Previously at OTP: Sister Act (Michelle/
Ensemble), Chicago (Ensemble, Velma Understudy), Spamalot
(Choreographer), Mary Poppins (Choreographer)

Tamara DePonio is thrilled to join the cast and crew of Old Town Playhouse’s
studio production of Whose Life Is It Anyway? Since moving to Traverse City,
she has acted, danced, sung, choreographed, assistant directed, and
competed in more than 20 OTP productions. Most recently, she appeared in
Chicago (2022) as a member of the ensemble and understudy for Velma,
and in Sister Act (2025) as Michelle and a member of the Ensemble. Tamara is
especially excited to return to the OTP Studio stage for the first time since
Doubt, where she portrayed Mrs. Mueller.

Brian W. Dungjen (Dr. Michael Emerson) Previously at OTP: Ten November
(Cooper/Lange/Sets), No Exit (Lighting/Sets), Godspell (Director/Judas),
Chicago (Ensemble)

Brian has been an OTP volunteer since 1983. He has acted, directed, stage
managed, designed sets, dabbled in lighting, worked set crew, worked with
Young Company, and had the privilege of meeting a great number of the
best people! Brian is also a founding member of Riverside Shakespeare. He
holds a degree in Theater Performance from Western Michigan University.

Candice Dunn she/her (Sister Anderson) Occupation: Dialysis Technician.
Previously at OTP: Matilda (Backstage Crew), Sister Act (Nun/Bartender)
Candice Dunn is a dialysis technician by day, a student by evening, and an
actor whenever she can steal a moment for the stage. She cherishes the
meaningful connections and strong bonds she has built within the Old Town
Playhouse community. Candice made her OTP debut as a Nun/Bartender in
Sister Act, where she discovered her love for musical theatre and ensemble
work. She later supported the Matilda production team by helping run props,
gaining a deeper appreciation for the teamwork that brings each show to life.
Driven by curiosity, compassion, and creativity, Candice is thrilled to
Cﬁntinue growing as a performer and collaborator both onstage and behind
the scenes.



Cast Biographies

Logan Gawne he/they (Ken Harrison) Occupation: Catering Bartender/
Server. OTP Debut!

Making his OTP debut — and in a major role, Logan is returning to stage for the
first time since graduating high school. He is grateful to his fellow players and
production for their support (and for his minimal stage directions) and looks
forward to entertaining an audience.

Rachel Levine she/her (Mrs. Gillian Boyle) Occupation: Museum Guest
Services and Media Coordinator. Previously at OTP: Ten November (Pro-
duction Crew), No Exit (Producer), The Holiday Channel Christmas Movie
Wonderthon (Noelle), Radium Girls (Producer)

Rachel is excited to be reprising the same role her mother, Anna Norris,
played nearly 30 years ago. She has enjoyed being a part of the OTP
community nearly her whole life, with roles backstage and on stage, both
Studio Theatre and Mainstage. Over the past year, she has co-produced and
performed as an unhinged, bespoke ornament maker.

Katheleen Murdock (Kay Sadler) Previously at OTP: Sister Act (Sister Mary
Martin-of-Tours), The Addams Family (Ancestor/Ensemble), Radium Girls
(Sob Sister)

Kathleen has been acting since she was 14 years old. Before OTP, she
performed with the Pentucket Players in Haverhill, Massachusetts. She has
appeared in feature films including Love, Weddings and Other Disasters, and
can be seen on HBO's Julia, playing a restaurant hostess.

Anna Norris she/her (Dr. Barr) Occupation: Retired Speech Language
Pathologist with Traverse Bay Area Intermediate School District. Previously at
OTP: Ten November (Production Crew), No Exit (Producer), Radium Girls
(Producer), The Play That Goes Wrong (Props)

Anna initially began theater at NMC and migrated to Old Town Playhouse in
the late '70s to work on props. She continued work on stage and behind the
scenes. She has also served on the Board of Artistic Directors for two terms,
worked as a Technical Chairperson for Props for multiple seasons, and has
performed as minor character parts off and on since her first steps on the
OTP stage.

Michelle Perez Dungjen (Dr. Joan Scott) Occupation: News Director/Host/
Producer. Previously at OTP: Ten November (Director), No Exit (Director),
Radium Girls (Director)

“This season marks my 30th season with the Old Town Playhouse. | am so
grateful to have a home where friends have become family.”

Tanner Presswood (John) Occupation: Production Manager at Old Town
Playhouse. Previously at OTP: Roald Dahl’s Matilda (Doctor/Escapologist
Understudy), The Rocky Horror Show (Rocky), The Prince of Egypt (Moses),
Waitress (Ensemble/Dr. Pomatter Understudy)

Tanner is fired up to be a part of the cast for Whose Life is it Anyway? This will
be his first time appearing in a straight play in almost 17 years, making this a
very exciting and meaningful experience. This will also mark his first Studio
Theatre production at OTP. When he’s not performing on stage, you can find
Tanner racing his wife in Mario Kart, taking his dog for a romp outside, or
piling snow along the edges of his driveway. Tanner hopes you all enjoy the
show and come back for the next one!



Cast Biographies

Matthew Rutledge (Peter Kershaw) Occupation: Middle School Science
Teacher. Previously at OTP: Ten November (Zabinski/Alien Theorist)
Matthew Rutledge, a science teacher, musician, writer, and actor, draws
inspiration from his family, nature, and time spent on the water. He infuses
every role with curiosity and heart. He has a penchant for dad jokes-"I'm
afraid of negative numbers; they stop at nothing.”

Matt)thias Schneider he/him (Dr. Paul Travers) Occupation: Portraitist. OTP
Debut!

Matthias’ first performance was in the First Grade. He played the donkey in
the manger scene. Into adulthood he fell in love with improv and quickly
became a member of the Planet Ant Theatre’s improv troupe , the
“Hometeam”, in Hamtramck, MI. There he performed with the likes of Keegan
Michael Key and Tim Robinson. Matthias pursued the Second City in the
Motor City and eventually became an understudy for their MainStage. The
journey of achieving that goal took some doing. First, he headed west to
study acting, in the MFA program, at the University of Montana. He recalls
having five different performances in one day! From Missoula he moved to
Chicago and immersed himself into the improv scene there. He completed
the Chicago Second City’s Conservatory and was also on an improv team at
1.O. (Improv Olympic).

Creative Team Biographies

Donald Kuehlhorn (Director) has been with Old Town Playhouse for almost
40 years. “When | arrived, | watched my first production at the Playhouse in
the Studio Theater, Tom Paine, | believe. The theater was half the size; the rest
was a kitchen. Now, it is the entire lower level and my favorite place to watch
or act ordirect a play. As an actor or director, you are right in the audience. As
an audience member you are on stage. Scary stuff! All the more reason to do
theater in the Studio.”
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Production Team

Don Kuehlhorn Director
Wizard® Stage Manager
JerryMorse Asst. Stage Manager
Chuck Moeser Producer
Phil Murphy Set Design
Kerr Anderson Set Construction
Kathy Verstraete Costume Design
Wendy Roberts Prop Design Please take our
JW.Morse Understudy / Stunt Double post-show survey.
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Helping You Create Beautiful Floors
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No matter what your flooring needs,
we’ve got you covered!

Stop in Today!!
Carpet Galleria, 1035 S GarfieldAve,Traverse City, Ml 49686
Floor Covering Brokers, 1794 Barlow St., Traverse City, M| 49686

Carpet - Area Rugs - Luxury Vinyl - Tile - Hardwood




With Each
Performance

At MSU Federal Credit
Union, our mission is to
provide superior service
and to help make your
dreams a reality.

We proudly support local
programs and institutions
that benefit the
communities in which we
work and live — such as
the Old Town Playhouse.

Experience the

MSUFCU Difference.
msufcu.org | 800-678-4968

¥ . ﬁ

| |/msufcu

Building Oreams Together




“All of the world is a stage, and all of the men and women in it merely players.
They have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.”
“As You Like It™ Act N Scene Vil - Shakespeare

Take the drama out of
finding the right coverage.

At Front Street Insurance, we believe the best
insurance coverage is provided by a proactive
partner who understands you, your needs, and
what keeps you up at night.

We are proud to sponsor live theatre at
Old Town Playhouse.

Front Street Agency John Marshall Agency Honor Area Agency
TRAVERSE CITY BEULAH HONOR
231.922.9464 231.882.5591 231.325.4011

FRONT STREET  “o oo

‘ NEnweeRts® - &% Frankenmuth

www.frontstreetinsurance.com
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BREAKFAST, BRUNCH & LUNCH CLASSICS

CLASSIC BRUNGCH COCKTAILS

SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTS & DIVERSITY

BEST WISHES TO OUR COMMUNITY AND
FRIENDS AT OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE




Your financial future
just got real.

REAL-TIME PLANNING TOOLS.
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.
REAL RELATIONSHIPS.

~
ELEMINT

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

MEET YOUR
FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

Let's get real. 231-486-0804




CITY OPERA HOUSE
2025-2026 SEASON

Learn more & get tickets at www.cityoperahouse.org
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Traverse City Philharmonic TC
2025-26 Season at a Glance I'|II
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Series at the Center:

NoSugarcoating! AnthonyStanco SidebySide Tina&Kevin
Sept1213 Nov1/2 Feb14/15 April 25/26

Orderingiseasy! TCPhil.org 231-947-7120
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Michigan HOME and Lifestyle

Your Source for
DESIGN
LIFESTYLE
HOME

Subscribe today at
MichiganHomeandlifestyle.com

Focusing on Our Beautiful |
Five-County Area

BUSINESS | LEISURE | RECREATION
NATURE | FAMILY | PETS | FITNESS
HEALTH | FOOD & BEVERAGE

Pick Up Your

FREE
Seasonal Copy Today!
TraverseBaylifestyles.com




Shop Downtown.
Gift Local.

One gift. Endless ways to enjoy downtown Traverse City.
Downtown Gift Certificates make it easy to give something
meaningful while supporting local businesses every step
of the way.

Scan the QR code
to purchase or visit
the DDA office at downtowntc.com

303 E State Street. 231.922.2050




Fresh

The families of the Record-Eagle are proud
to support Old Town Playhouse.

We are here with you every step of the way.
Bringing the very best in news coverage,
24-hours per day to Northwest Michigan families.
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Interlochen
Public Radio

Classical music handpicked by our northern
Michigan hosts. On air and online so you can
listen wherever you call home.

88.7 FM Interlochen | 94.7 FM Traverse City
88.5 FM Mackinaw City

“Alexa, play Download the
Classical IPR" IPR app
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INTERLOCHENPUBLICRADIO.ORG




OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

Board of Trustees

Paul Jarboe - President
Partner at Jarboe & Pfeil, Attorneys
Kerr Anderson - Vice President
Retired research Scientist at The Dow Chemical Company
Peg Brace - Treasurer
Retired Accountant
Lindsay Raymond - Secretary
Attorney with Danbrook, Adams, Raymond PLC
Kelly Armbruster
Branch Manager at Team One Credit Union
Nancy Brick
Retired Executive Assistant to Broker/Owner of Re/Max
Bayshore
Marivi Bryant
Founder and President of HOME Agency
Stephanie Johnston
Program Coordinator for Munson’s Family Medicine Residency
Chuck Moeser
Retired Sr. Manager at Daimler Chrysler
HT Snowday
Vice President of Innovation and Technical Development for
Midmark Corporation
Shelley Spencer
Chief Human Resources Officer Munson Healthcare
Rita Whaley
Interior Designer at Interior Design Studio, Inc.
and Design 2 LLC
Deb Oetjens Jackson
OTP Executive Director



2025-2026 Artistic Committee

Terri Heffron (23-26)

Matt Archibald (24-27)
Michelle Perez Dungjen (24-27)
Cathy Louis (25-28)
Danielle Pelshaw (25-28)

Eric Ranke (24-27)

Ed Ronco (24-27)

Fred Szczepanski (25-26)
Katelyn Wilson (25-28)

Deb Jackson (OTP Executive Director)
Wes Curry (OTP Artistic Director)

Staff

Deb Jackson, Executive Director
Wes Curry, Artistic Director
Tanner Presswood, Production Manager
Katie Clark, Business Manager
Jim Muratzki, Box Office Manager
Melissa May, Education Program Manager
Terésa Hirt Jones - Education / Box Office Assistant

Jena Van Wagner, Marketing Manager

Aaron Wineman, Building Resources




Leanne Chouinard
Fractice Manager
Thomas Judd Care Center

MITTED.TC
MAKING A DIFFERENCE

CARE THAT NEVER QUITS

Commitment means showing up for those who need
us most. The sick, the injured—and the underserved.
At Munson, care means more than helping you heal.

It's about leaning in. Listening closely. And standing

by you—so you can shine again.

Learn more at: munsonhealthcare.org/commitment
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MUNSON

COMMITTED TO YOU




