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Narrator 1 – Paul Fico                     

Narrator 2 – Allison Heeren
Holly – Cathy Louis
Brett – Tyler Clark

Joy – Stephanie Young
Paul – Trevor Vanassche
Carol – Brighton Shea

Jackson – Devin Dunlap
Merry – Ashley Patti

Blake – Patrick Kemmerling
Kris – Riley Dent

Noelle – Rachel Levine
Sven – Hayden Northrup
Rita – Nicole Pence-Smith
Bridgette – Jill Beauchamp

Jimmy/Laertes – Eldon Horner
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Chris and Lindsey along with their caring staff are 
the ones you can trust and depend on … 

Today and Tomorrow.  

305 Sixth Street, Traverse City, MI
231.947.6347

reynolds-jonkhoff.com

A Proud Sponsor of 
“The Holiday Channel

Christmas Movie Wonderthon”

Chris Jonkhoff-Hater and Lindsey (Jonkhoff) Rogers, 
Funeral Directors, CFSP, 6th generation co-owners



OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

Aria Davis – Director 

Delaney Leach – Assistant Director
Rick Porter – Stage Manager

Rio Lopez-Wild – Assistant Stage Manager
Bernadette Groppuso – Properties

Betsy Willis – Costumes
Heather Lockwood – Set Dressing

Katie Clark – Set Dressing
Kerr Anderson – Set Design

Colleen Hill-Rakunas – Light Design
Gary Bolton – Sound Design
Wes Curry – Artistic Director

PRODUCTION TEAM

Feb. 21- Mar. 15  Tickets: 231 947 2210 | oldtownplayhouse.com

THANK YOU 
Zonta Club of Traverse City

Cherryland Thrift

THE HOLIDAY CHANNEL 
CHRISTMAS MOVIE  

WONDERTHON SPONSOR



At MSU Federal Credit 
Union, our mission is to 
provide superior service 
and to help make your 
dreams a reality.

We proudly support local 
programs and institutions 
that benefit the 
communities in which we 
work and live — such as 
the Old Town Playhouse.

Experience the  
MSUFCU Difference.
msufcu.org | 800-678-4968

with Each 
Performance



Aria Davis *Director * (she/her) 
Occupation: Volunteer Coordinator at the 
Cherryland Humane Society
At OTP: The Laramie Project; 
At Young Company: Midsummer's Night Dream, 
School House Rock Live Jr., Ride the Cyclone 
Aria is a U of M Grad with degrees in Film and 
Drama. She moved to Traverse City three years 
ago and has loved finding her artistic home at OTP. She loves to di-
rect plays that either make you laugh or make you sob. (Guess which 
one she picked this time). She would like to give special thanks to 
Delaney Leach for being the best assistant director both in plays 
and in life. She would also like to thank her cast and crew who fully 
embraced Hopewood Falls and never objected to doing something 
silly just because she asked. She is so grateful for their work and 
dedication. Finally, she’d like to thank the Spirit of Christmas, for 
possessing her during the course of the show. 

DIRECTOR

FROM THE DIRECTOR

DIRECTOR’S NOTE

The first thing I told my cast when we started this production was 
that I don't have guilty pleasures — I refuse to feel guilty about 
things that give me pleasure. This show is silly, make no mistake. 
Hallmark Christmas movies are silly. But silliness has never been syn-
onymous with unimportant. So come get silly with us, I dare you. 

Drink hot cocoa that's a little too sweet, wear your ugliest Christmas 
sweater, and leave any guilt or cynicism at the door. Join us in Hope-
wood Falls, where it's always just before Christmas, it's always snow-
ing, and there's always love around the corner, as long as you're 
really attractive and don't mind uprooting your life for a person you 
just met. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas!

-Aria Davis, Director 
The Holiday Channel Christmas Movie Wonderthon



At Front Street Insurance, we believe the best 
insurance coverage is provided by a proactive 
partner who understands you, your needs, and 
what keeps you up at night. Let’s talk today.

Ready to have a frank conversation about insurance?
Contact one of our three centrally-located offices:

Take the drama out of 
finding the right coverage.

Proud to offer:

Front Street Agency
TRAVERSE CITY
231.922.9464

John Marshall Agency 
BEULAH

231.882.5591

Honor Area Agency 
HONOR

231.325.4011

www.frontstreetinsurance.com

“All of the world is a stage, and all of the men and women in it merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.” 

“As You Like It” Act ll Scene Vll - Shakespeare

We are proud to sponsor live theatre at 
Old Town Playhouse.
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Jill Beauchamp *Bridgette* (she/her)
Occupation: Retired
At OTP: Marian or The True Tale of Robin Hood (actor), 
Chicago, Godspell, Calendar Girls 
“After years of being an English, Speech and Theatre Educator, 
plus a few other types of jobs, I am retired.  That means I can 
do more at OTP, and spend more time with my biggest fan, my 
husband Dave.”   

Tyler Clark *Brett*
Occupation: Software Engineering Manager
At OTP: First show at OTP
Tyler Clark has been involved in theater since grade school, 
including Grease (Danny), Little Shop of Horrors (The Dentist), 
Angels in America (Joe) and Company (Bobby). In addition to 
acting, he’s music-directed over 100 performances of shows 
including Cabaret, Fiddler on the Roof, A Little Night Music 
and West Side Story. Tyler is thrilled to be making his OTP de-
but, just two years after returning to the area to make a home. 
After graduating from Interlochen Arts Academy, he moved 
around between Ohio, Virginia, Arizona and Texas. But north-
ern Michigan has always been his heart and, now, his home on 
Bronson Lake alongside the girl he took to prom here 30 years 
ago. 
 
Riley Dent *Kris*
Occupation: Freelance Artist/Designer
At OTP: The Spongebob Musical, Beauty and the Beast
Riley Dent is a 23 year-old Traverse City native who has a pas-
sion for the creative arts. This is his third show at OTP, the first 
non-musical stage production he has been a part of. When he’s 
not on stage, he spends his free time drawing and painting, 
in hopes of one day getting published in the comics industry. 
Riley is incredibly grateful to be part of such and amazing show 
and cast, and would like to thank all of his family and friends for 
supporting him in his endeavors.

Devin Dunlap *Jackson* (he/him)
Occupation: NMC Student
At OTP: Marian, The True Tale of Robin Hood, 
Radium Girls
Devin has been performing theater for four years, starting in 
his senior year of high school. His resume includes eight shows, 
three of which have been comedies. “I really enjoy doing the-
ater and this show has been a wonderful experience.”

CAST



Paul Fico *Narrator 1* 
Occupation: Director of Marketing and Sales/Hotel front desk
At OTP: Cinderella, A Christmas Carol, Once on This Island
“I was born in Traverse city and live in Interlochen. I am an 
acting and voice major, currently working in marketing and 
sales. I’ve played the guitar since I was 10 years old and this 
is my first time returning to the stage in a few years. I feel very 
blessed to be part of this show, thanks to everyone.”

Allison Heeren *Narrator 2* (she/her)
Occupation: Retired mental health therapist
At OTP: Calendar Girls, A Christmas Carol,  Savannah Sipping 
Society, The Laramie Project 
“I have be volunteering with OTP for the past 7 years, both on 
and off stage. It has definitely been my “happy place!”  Spe-
cial thanks to Aria Davis and the entire cast and production 
crew!” 

Eldon Horner *Laertes/Jimmy* 
Occupation: Retired
At OTP: Escanaba in da Moonlight, A Christmas Carol, Peter 
and the Starcatcher, An Adult Evening of Shel Silverstein 
Eldon is delighted to be back on stage, if only briefly, and 
working with a wonderful cast of players. Now that he is fully 
retired after twenty years with Oryana he hopes to fill up some 
of his newfound time having fun at the playhouse.

Patrick Kemmerling *Blake* (he/him)
Occupation: Sales Manager at Courtyard Traverse City
At OTP: First show at OTP
A recent graduate from the School of Theatre and Dance at 
Central Michigan University, Patrick is thrilled to get to know a 
new artistic community here in Traverse City. Endless thanks to 
his parents and friends for their love and support.

Rachel Levine *Noelle *  (she/her)
Occupation: Museum Guest Services
At OTP: Radium Girls, The Play That Goes Wrong, Chicago, 
Stage of Fools
Rachel is excited to be back on stage after a long hiatus. Like 
a really long time. Like, during a Bush administration long 
time. You can guess which one. During that break, she lived in 
Boston for over a decade, moved back to Traverse City, and 
worked at various non-profits. When neither at work nor at OTP, 
she enjoys spending time with her cats and bingeing horror 
movies. 

BIOGRAPHIES



SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTS & DIVERSITY

BEST WISHES TO OUR
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS
AT OLD TOWNE PLAYHOUSE



Cathy Louis *Hollly* (she/her)
Occupation: Retired Boutique Manager
At OTP: Waitress, Radium Girls, Christmas Schooner, 
Something Rotten, Murder on the Orient Express
Cathy loves being a part of OTP! Since retiring to Traverse City 
from Tampa, Florida in 2017, and having NO theatre experi-
ence for 50 years, she has been THRILLED to appear onstage 6 
times (a big THANK YOU to our amazing directors) and be part 
of the backstage crew on at least 4 other WONDERFUL shows! 

Hayden Northrup *Sven*
Occupation: Tech guy
At OTP: The Wedding Singer, Something Rotten, Chicago, Elf
Hayden has lived in TC for about 15 years. Once in middle 
school, two other boys were kicking and scuffing a chalk draw-
ing. I almost got into a fight about it with them but the school 
resource officer pulled me away. I’m not sure if they allowed 
officers to write up students, but he gave me a stern talking to 
that made me think I was going to be in more trouble than ever 
before. So, I gave my first and very best performance, profess-
ing that I didn’t know any of the school rules because I had 
just recently transferred. However, I have not lied to an officer 
since, I promise.

Ashley Patti *Merry* (she/her) 
Occupation: Part-time Reporter The Houghton Lake Resorter 
At OTP: This is my first show at OTP
Having previously acted in film, Ashley is making her stage 
debut at OTP in this parody of a very specific kind of film, and 
is excited to be exploring a different type of acting. When she 
isn’t onstage or in front of a camera, she can be found watching 
movies, writing, or looking at rocks. She has a degree in geol-
ogy that she isn’t currently using but would like to. Her favorite 
rock is malachite and her favorite movie is Jurassic Park.

Brighton Shea *Carol* (she/her)
Occupation: Full-time student at ASU & Host at 
Blue Tractor BBQ
At OTP: This is my first show!
Brighton is so excited to be making her debut in such a won-
derful production! Brighton is currently studying Organizational 
Leadership and Product Management, however her heart has 
always lived on the stage. Some of her previous performances 
include: the musical Sunday in the Park with George (Louise), a 
short play titled Stuck with Lemons (Jill), and an original work 
called The Prōcess (self). She is very grateful for the cheerful 
OTP community and for the opportunity to bring this role to 
life. She hopes you enjoy yourselves during The Holiday Chan-
nel Christmas Movie Wonderthon!

BIOGRAPHIES



Your financial future 
just got real.

REAL-TIME PLANNING TOOLS.
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.
REAL RELATIONSHIPS.

MEET YOUR 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

KEVIN C. BEAUDOIN
CHRISTOPHER RADU

Let’s get real. 231-486-0804
elemintwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor 
Group, a registered investment advisor. Both Private Advisor Group and Elemint Wealth Management are separate 
entities from LPL Financial.



Nicole Smith *Rita*
Occupation: Hospitality/Broadcasting
At OTP: Radium Girls
 Nicole has worked in broadcasting for 13 years as a radio DJ. 
This experience equipped her with a keen understanding of 
audience engagement, content creation, and the intricacies of 
communication. In addition to her broadcasting career, Nicole 
also works in hospitality, where she honed her skills in custom-
er service and interpersonal communication. Hailing from the 
west coast of California, she is a mom of 3 boys, 3 dogs and two 
cats. She has lived in Michigan for 16 years now. Nicole took a 
thrilling leap into the world of acting, marking a new chapter in 
her artistic journey when she made her debut at the Old Town 
Playhouse, in the thought-provoking play Radium Girls and now 
in The Holiday Channel Christmas Movie Wonderthon.

Trevor Van Assche *Paul*
Occupation: Musician
At OTP: SpongeBob: The Musical, Murder On The Orient 
Express, Cry It Out, Cinderella
Trevor is a Singer, Songwriter, Sailor and Lover of The Jouney 

Stephanie Young *Joy*  (she/her)
Occupation: Office Manager
At OTP: Sherlock Holmes: The Final Adventure, Anatomy of a 
Murder, Clue: The Musical, As Is
Originally from the Metro Detroit area, Stephanie has lived in 
Traverse City for over 20 years, and has a beautiful 9 year old 
daughter named Violet. She has been performing, in some 
capacity, for her entire life. She is a founding member of local im-
prov troupe Good on Paper, performing with them now in their 
14th season. When she’s not on stage, Stephanie stays busy as 
an office manager, and spending time with her favorite kid.

BIOGRAPHIES





OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

COMING NEXT

      To Access Online Programs:
                            • Open your phone camera
                            • Hold (hover) over the QR Code to the right
                            • Click on the link that appears at the top of the phone screen
                                       

          
To Make A Donation 
via VENMO Scan Here

Please take our Audience 
Post-Show Survey. 
Thank you. 

SEASON SPONSOR

SEASON FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SEASON SUPPORTERS



WE’RE MORE 
THAN JUST NEWS. 
WE CAN MAKE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
NEWSWORTHY.

LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP 
ACHIEVE YOUR BUSINESS GOALS.
sales@9and10news.com





OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Paul Jarboe -  President                     Kerr Anderson - Vice President
Chuck Moeser - Treasurer                  Marcy Hermann - Secretary

Michael Binstead                                Margaret (Peg) Brace
Nancy Brick                                         Carly McCall                                        
Chris Radu           HT Snowday
Lindsay Raymond                                Rita Whaley

Deb Oetjens Jackson - OTP Executive Director 

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE STAFF
Deb Jackson, Executive Director
Wes Curry, Artistic Director
Gary Bolton, Production Resource Manager
Katie Clark, Business Manager
Jim Muratzki, Box Office Manager
Melissa May, Education Program Manager
Jena Van Wagner, Marketing, JVW Marketing 
Aaron Wineman/Donald Kuehlhorn, Building Resources
Phil Murphy, Graphic Support

BOX OFFICE
231.947.2210 option 2
Walkup hours: 3 pm-6 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Two hours prior to MainStage performances
One hour prior to Studio Theatre and Young Company performances
Tickets available on-line

EMAIL
office@oldtownplayhouse.com





downtowntc.com  
231.922.2050



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
 

We thank all of the many volunteers who work to make 
the magic happen on the Old Town Playhouse stages, 

bringing joy to our audiences. 

We gratefully acknowledge all the donors whose 
generous support helps to make our productions 

a reality and pleasure for our community.

VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL CHAIRS
Kathy Verstraete - Costume

Bill Fishburn - Lights
Sam Clark - Music

Bernadette Groppuso & Nan Worthington - Property
Kerr Anderson & Jeff Kroeger - Set

Gary Bolton - Sound
Denni Don Hunting - Stage Management

2023-2024 ARTISTIC COMMITTEE
Terri Heffron (23-26), Chairperson

Andrea Makarauskas (22-25), Vice-Chairperson
Matt Archibald (24-27)

Bill Fishburn (22-25)
Michelle Perez Dungjen (24-27)

Eric Ranke (24-27)
Ed Ronco (24-27)

Joseph Truhe (23-26)
Cherie Van Maanen (22-25)

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street     •     231-946-2187

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle are proud to support 
Old Town Playhouse. We are here with you every step 
of the way. Bringing the very best in news coverage, 
24-hours per day to Northwest Michigan families. 



Traverse City's Only Locally Owned Paint Store
Serving The Grand Traverse Region and All of Northern Michigan

Color Your World

Northwood Paint & Supply
1299 S. Airport Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

Email: info@northwoodpaint.com
Phone: 231-947-8522
Web: www.northwoodpaint.com



OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE 
WHERE COMMUNITY 

COMES TOGETHER  
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CLASSIC 
FANTASY

SEARING  
DRAMA

KOOKY 
FAMILY 

MUSICAL

FAMILY
FAVORITE

MUSICAL 
MURDER 
MYSTERY

June 6 - June 14, 2025

January 31 — February 2, 2024

February 21 - March 15, 2025

April 25 - May 11, 2025

231.947.2210    OLDTOWNPLAYHOUSE.COM

THE 

LION
THE 

WITCH 
& THE

 WARDROBE
December 13 - December 21, 2024




