
231.947.2210   |   OldTownPlayhouse.comTICKETS:

Box Office Hours:  Wed-Fri, 3-6 pm 148 E. 8th St., Traverse City

Curtain 7:30 pm | Matinee 2:00 pm
MainStage Theatre (148 E 8th St.) 

November 24 - December 9

Where community comes

together

2023-2024 Season



At MSU Federal Credit 
Union, our mission is to 
provide superior service 
and to help make your 
dreams a reality.

We proudly support local 
programs and institutions 
that benefit the 
communities in which we 
work and live — such as 
the Old Town Playhouse.

Experience the  
MSUFCU Difference.
msufcu.org | 800-678-4968

with Each 
Performance



Where community comes

together

November 24 - December 9, 2023

Book by John Reeger  
Music & Lyrics by Julie Shannon

- 	
Director- Karla Fishburn

Assistant Director- Aaron Wineman
Music Director- Eli George

Vocal Director- Stephanie Wesley
Choreographer- Samantha Whalen

Stage Manager- Betsy Willis
Producer- Chuck Moeser

Assistant Stage Manager- Nick Durga





OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

A New Musical
THE CHRISTMAS SCHOONERTHE CHRISTMAS SCHOONER    

CAST
Peter Stossel - Eric Ranke

Alma Stossel - Ashley Nugent
Gustav Stossel - Michael Spry

Young Karl / Storyteller - Eli Nugent / Jude White
Teen Karl / Storyteller - Samantha Fewins

Steve/ Storyteller - Joseph Truhe
Oskar / Storyteller - Cathy Louis
Rudy / Storyteller - Russell Gallas
Martha / Storyteller - Teresa Hirt

Olive / Storyteller - Heather Lockwood
Kate / Storyteller - Lily Emery
Enid / Storyteller - Kelly Rose

Mary Claire / Storyteller - Elyvia Butts / Leah Sluis 
Officer Wells/Storyteller - Cheryl Gallas

Storytellers
Jerilyn Fortier, Cheryl Gallas, Brexten Butts 

PRODUCTION
(continued)

	
Set Design - Kerr Anderson
 Props - Kelly Roberts-Curtis

Props - Wendy Roberts
Costumes - Kathy Verstraete

Hair - Michael Binstead
Sound Design - Gary Bolton

Lighting Design - Bill Fishburn
Projections - Don Kuehlhorn

Rehearsal Assistant - Devin Dunlap



MUSICAL NUMBERS 
 

We All Have Songs
That's America

The Mummers Are Here
The Blessings of the Branch

The Letter
The Letter (Reprise)

Another Season on the Water
When I Look at You

What Is It About the Water?
The Christmas Schooner

Song of the Hungry Peasants
Winterfest Polka

Loving Sons
The Strudel Waltz

Another Season On The Water (Reprise)
Hardwater Sailors

Questions
When I Look At You (Reprise)

What Is It About the Water? (Reprise)
The Blessings of the Branch (Reprise)

We All Have Songs (Bows)

ORCHESTRA

Music Director
Eli George

Vocal Director
Stephanie Wesley

Julie Gaubatz - Piano
Roland Woodring - Percussion

Dan Jones - Cello
Suzanne Parker - Flute

Sam Clark - Flute

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES
Eric Ranke - Peter Stossel - *he/him* - (Occupa-
tion - Education Specialist, Miss Dig) OTP: Some-
thing Rotten

Ashley Nugent - Alma Stossel - (Occupation - 
Mother to Eli and Chet) OTP: Mamma Mia! Peter 
Pan, Black & White Gala

Michael Spry - Gustav Stossel - (Occupation - Re-
tired Engineer) OTP: The Play That Goes Wrong, 
Something Rotten, The 39 Steps, Silent Sky

Eli Nugent - Young Karl - (Occupation - Student at 
New Covenant Christian Academy)

Jude White - Young Karl - (Occupation - Student 
at Willow Hill	

Samantha Fewins - Teen Karl, Storyteller, Dance 
Captain - (Occupation - Substitute teacher at 
North Education Services & Teacher for OTP 
Young Co.) OTP: Cinderella, Chicago, SpongeBob 
the Musical, 22-23 Gala

Joe Truhe - Steve/Storyteller - (Occupation - Re-
tired Attorney) OTP: Something Rotten, Chicago



Proud Sponsor of 

The Christmas Schooner
“Wishing the cast and crew a great show!”

Reservations: Tours & Charters 
231.492.0059 

www.winddancertc.com



OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
(continued)

Cathy Louis - Oskar/Storyteller - (Occupation - 
Retired) OTP: Ripcord, Something Rotten,  
Murder on the Orient Express, Cinderella

Russell M. Gallas - Rudy/Storyteller - (Occupa-
tion - Retired/part-time driver for Benzie Bus)

Teresa Hirt Jones - Martha Schneider/Storytell-
er *she/her* - (Occupation - Special Education 
Assistant at TCAPS) OTP: Something Rotten

Heather Lockwood - Olive/Hans/Storyteller 
*she/ her* (Occupation - Real Estate Broker) 
OTP: Something Rotten

Lily Mae Emery - Kate/Storyteller - (Occupation 
- Student) NCCA - The Jungle Book, Godspell, 
Jr., Madeline’s Christmas

Kelly Rose - Enid/Storyteller - (Occupation -  
Assistant Behavior Analyst) OTP: Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat Pickney 
Players: Children of Eden, Little Women, Annie
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Lyv Butts - Mary Claire/Storyteller - *she/her* 
(Occupation - Student) OTP: Aladdin, School 
House Rock Live Jr.

Jerilyn Fortier - Storyteller/Rose - (Occupation - 
RN at Munson Medical Center) OTP: Grease

Leah Sluis - Mary Clair/Storyteller *she/her* - 
(Occupation - Student)

Brexten Butts - Storyteller - *he/him* - (Occupa-
tion - Middle Schooler) OTP: Aladdin

			 
Cheryl Gallas - Officer Wells/Storyteller - (Occu-
pation - Retired Middle School Choir Teacher) 
Grand Haven: The Christmas Schooner - Direc-
tor/Music Director, OTP: Fiddler, Kismet, 1776, 
Fantasticks		

CAST BIOGRAPHIES
(continued)
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January 12 - January 20
COMING SOON!

PRODUCTION
Karla Fishburn  
Director, The Christmas Schooner 
(Occupation - RN in Utilization Management at Munson 
Medical Center) OTP: Something Rotten, The Play That 
Goes Wrong, Godspell, Mamma Mia!

Kathy Verstraete - Costume Designer 
Costume Construction

Vickie Green, Diane Hubert, Bradley Roswell,  
Gloria Sobkoviak, Carrie Walker, 

Hair/Costume Show Assistants
Cecille Mallon, Carrie May

Kerr Anderson - Set Design
Set Construction/Painting

Nancy Albrecht, Kerr Anderson, Deb Bowman, 
Bob Coltman, Jens Hensel, John Herbst, Jeff Kroeger, 

Nathaniel Lauritzen, Annie Moeser, Chuck Moeser, 
Joe Rice, Arnie Taddia, Joe Trubiroha, Dale Wentzloff, 

Julie Western, Michelle Zastawny



At Front Street Insurance, we believe the best 
insurance coverage is provided by a proactive 
partner who understands you, your needs, and 
what keeps you up at night. Let’s talk today.

Ready to have a frank conversation about insurance?
Contact one of our three centrally-located offices:

Take the drama out of 
finding the right coverage.

Proud to offer:

Front Street Agency
TRAVERSE CITY
231.922.9464

John Marshall Agency 
BEULAH

231.882.5591

Honor Area Agency 
HONOR

231.325.4011

www.frontstreetinsurance.com

“All of the world is a stage, and all of the men and women in it merely players. 
They have their exits and their entrances; and one man in his time plays many parts.” 

“As You Like It” Act ll Scene Vll - Shakespeare

We are proud to sponsor live theatre at 
Old Town Playhouse.



SUPPORTING LOCAL ARTS & DIVERSITY

BEST WISHES TO OUR
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS
AT OLD TOWNE PLAYHOUSE



VOLUNTEER TECHNICAL CHAIRS
Kathy Verstraete - Costume

Bill Fishburn - Light
Sam Clark - Music

Bernadette Groppuso & Nan Worthington - Property
Kerr Anderson & Jeff Kroeger - Set

Gary Bolton - Sound
Denni Don Hunting - Stage Management

2023-2024 Artistic Committee
Terri Heffron (23-26), Chairperson

Andrea Makarauskas (22-25), Vice-Chairperson
Hayley Bowker (21-24), Co-Secretary

Betsy Willis (21-24), Co-Secretary
Bill Fishburn (22-25)

Elizabeth Stewart (21-24)
Joseph Truhe (23-26)

Cherie Van Maanen (22-25)
Aaron Wineman (23-26)
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WE’RE MORE 
THAN JUST NEWS. 
WE CAN MAKE 
YOUR BUSINESS 
NEWSWORTHY.

LET’S TALK ABOUT HOW WE CAN HELP 
ACHIEVE YOUR BUSINESS GOALS.
sales@9and10news.com



BRAVO SPONSORS

(231) 310-1915
222 East Front Street
Traverse City, MI 49684
https://www.minersnorth.com

231-947-2080 | 713 E. 8th St., Traverse City, MI 49686
print@tccopyshop.com | https://www.tccopyshop.com

231-929-3610
515 Wellington St, Traverse City, MI 
49686
info@jentees.com 
https://jentees.com

231-947-3940
1045 S Garfield Ave,
Traverse City, MI 49686
https://www.ccjewelers.us

 877-325-8031 https://www.myhonorbank.com

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Paul Jarboe -  President                     Kerr Anderson - Vice President
Chuck Moeser - Treasurer                  Marcy Hermann - Secretary

Michael Binstead                                Margaret (Peg) Brace
Nancy Brick                                         Karen Feahr
Carly McCall                                        Chris Radu
Lindsay Raymond                                HT Snowday
Rita Whaley

Deb Oetjens Jackson - OTP Executive Director 

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE STAFF
Deb Jackson, Executive Director
Phil Murphy, Artistic Manager
Gary Bolton, Production Resource Manager
Katie Clark, Business Manager
Jim Muratzki, Box Office Manager
Melissa May, Education Program Manager/Young Company Director
Jena Van Wagner, Marketing, JVW Marketing 
Don Kuehlhorn, Building Resources

BOX OFFICE
231.947.2210 option 2
Walkup hours: 3 pm-6 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Two hours prior to MainStage performances
One hour prior to Studio Theatre and Young Company performances
Tickets available on-line

EMAIL
office@oldtownplayhouse.com

OLD TOWN PLAYHOUSE



Traverse City's Only Locally Owned Paint Store
Serving The Grand Traverse Region and All of Northern Michigan

Color Your World

Northwood Paint & Supply
1299 S. Airport Road
Traverse City, MI 49686

Email: info@northwoodpaint.com
Phone: 231-947-8522
Web: www.northwoodpaint.com



23 24
TAKE 3 
SUN, OCT 1, 2023 - 7PM

BLKBOK 
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD
SAT, OCT 7, 2023 - 2PM

DISNEY LIVE: WHEN  
YOU WISH UPON A STAR
TUE, OCT 17, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA MUSICAL THEATRE  
SHOWCASE 
THUR, OCT 19, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA CHAMBER MUSICAL  
SHOWCASE
FRI, NOV 10, 2023 - 8PM

COMEDIAN LEWIS BLACK
SAT, NOV 11, 2023 - 8PM

PETE THE CAT GOES TO HOLLYWOOD
SAT, NOV 25, 2023 - 11AM & 1:30PM

THE BROADWAY TENORS:  
TIS THE SEASON
THUR, DEC 7, 2023 - 7:30PM

ICA SINGER-SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
FRI, FEB 9, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND: FUNNY GIRL
SAT, FEB 10, 2024 - 2PM

THE STEP CREW
SUN, MARCH 10, 2024 - 7PM

ARTRAGEOUS
SAT, APRIL 20, 2024 - 8PM

ICA SPOKEN WORD SHOWCASE
THUR, APRIL 25, 2024 - 7:30PM

THE MOTH
FRI, APRIL 26, 2024 - 8PM

BROADWAY BOUND:  
SIX THE MUSICAL
SAT, MAY 18, 2024 - 2PM

CITYOPERAHOUSE.ORG 
231.941.8082



EagleRecordTRAVERSE CITY

www.record-eagle.com

120 W. Front Street     •     231-946-2187

Fresh
The families of the Record-Eagle are proud to support 
Old Town Playhouse. We are here with you every step 
of the way. Bringing the very best in news coverage, 
24-hours per day to Northwest Michigan families. 





Your financial future 
just got real.

REAL-TIME PLANNING TOOLS.
REAL-WORLD SCENARIOS.
REAL RELATIONSHIPS.

MEET YOUR 
FINANCIAL ADVISORS.

KEVIN C. BEAUDOIN
CHRISTOPHER RADU

Let’s get real. 231-486-0804
elemintwealth.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Private Advisor 
Group, a registered investment advisor. Both Private Advisor Group and Elemint Wealth Management are separate 
entities from LPL Financial.
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		      To Access Online Programs:
                            • Open your phone camera
                            • Hold (hover) over the QR Code to the right
                            • Click on the link that appears at the top of the phone screen
                                       

			        		
To Make A Donation 
via VENMO Scan Here

Please take our Audience 
Post-Show Survey. 
Thank you. 

SEASON SPONSOR

SEASON FOUNDATION SUPPORT

SEASON SUPPORTERS

THE CHRISTMAS SCHOONER SPONSORS



Tickets & Schedule:

OldTownPlayhouse.com

Box Office
3pm - 6pm Wed - Fri
(231) 947-2210 ext. #2

MainStage Theatre
148 E. Eighth Street 
Traverse City, Michigan 
(at the corner of Cass and E. 8th St,)


